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The City of Morganton has 
launched a citizen education 
website to inform residents and 
property owners about the City’s 
ongoing zoning ordinance update 
project. Development and Design 
Director Lee Anderson, who is 
leading the project, said providing 
information about the proposed 
changes and encouraging citizen 
feedback are two major goals of 
this public outreach campaign.

“We want our residents, 
property owners, and prospective 
developers to be informed about 
the proposed changes to the 
zoning ordinance, and more 
importantly, we want feedback on 
these proposals before the more 
formal public hearing process 
begins,” Anderson said. “The 
website itself is designed to be 
user friendly to enable folks an 
opportunity to easily review the 
proposed zoning map, review 
the ordinance drafts, and review 

New website to inform about 
proposed zoning changes

PAM TILLIS IN CoNCerT
Fri. Aug. 22
oh WhAT A NIGhT!
A MuSiCAl TRibuTe To FRANkie VAlli & THe FouR SeASoNS
Thurs. sepT. 25
“MuTTS GoNe NuTS” & DAVID PeNDLeToN (VeNTrILoQuIST) 
DoubLe bILL
Thurs. OcT. 2
JekYLL & hYDe
NATioNAl bRoADWAY TouR
Tues. OcT. 21

“Feel the beat...” at CoMMA’s 
newest  MainStage season

Welcome to MainStage Morganton, 2014-2015, and what 
promises to be another stellar season on the CoMMA stage.  The 
stars not only come out but they truly shine as the talents and 
stories come to life in grand fashion in Season 28.

the minutes of the workshop 
discussions where ideas are being 
discussed. We want folks to let 
us know what they think. The 
sooner we receive feedback, the 
more opportunity we will have to 

incorporate that feedback into the 
ordinance that will eventually be 
offered for approval to the City 
Council.”

See MAINSTAGe on Page 2

See ZoNING uPDATe on Page 2

Starting July 1, 2014, electric 
customers in Morganton and 
across the state will pay more 
state sales tax on electricity 
and natural gas services. 

As part of the North 
Carolina Tax Simplification 
and Reduction Act, the North 
Carolina General Assembly 
increased state sales tax on 
electricity to 7 percent, up 
from 3 percent. The state also 
created a new 7 percent sales 
tax on natural gas sales. The 
General Assembly passed the 
law last year.

Money raised by this state 
sales tax increase goes directly 
to the State of North Carolina, 
not to the City of Morganton, 
or any other local governments 
or power companies. All 
electric customers in the state 
will have to pay this increased 
sales tax including customers 
of Duke Energy, Rutherford 
Electric Membership 
Corporation, and Blue 
Ridge Electric Membership 
Corporation.

The increase will be reflected 
on the itemized portion of City 
utility bills.

State 
increases 
sales tax on 
electricity

VisiT The new siTe AT www.ci.mOrgAnTOn.nc.us/zOningupdATe
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The CLeVerLYS W/ChArLYhorSe
Thurs. nOV. 6
“MAMMA MIA”
NATioNAl bRoADWAY TouR
wed. nOV. 12
bJ ThoMAS “hoMe For ChrISTMAS”
Thurs. dec. 11
The ShoW 3
Fri. JAn. 16
The uLTIMATe MJ eXPerIeNCe
sun. JAn. 25
“oVer The rAINboW”
A MuSiCAl TRibuTe To THe ARTiSTRY oF 
JuDY GARlAND
FeATuRiNG HilARY kole AND biG bAND
Thurs. Feb. 5
LADYSMITh bLACk MAMbAZo
Tues. Feb. 10
“MILLIoN DoLLAr QuArTeT”
NATioNAl bRoADWAY TouR
Tues. Feb. 24
“PeTer AND The STArCATCher”
NATioNAl bRoADWAY TouR
mOn. mArch 9
rhYThM oF The DANCe
sAT. mArch 14
bACk To…bArrY bILLY & The beATLeS
STARRiNG bRiAN GuRl & THe FAbulouS FiVe
Tues. mArch 31
The TeXAS TeNorS
Thurs. April 16
bLooD SWeAT & TeArS
FeATuRiNG bo biCe
Thurs. mAy 7

Call 433-SHOW fOr tiCketS!

Since October 2013, Development and 
Design Department staff, the City’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission, and Benchmark 
Planning, a private consultant, have been 
working together to draft new land use 
regulations, also known as a “zoning 
ordinance”. These new regulations will guide 
development in Morganton over the next 10 to 
20 years. 

One of the major changes in the proposed 
ordinance is to reduce the number of zoning 
districts from 13 to six, which simplifies the 
ordinance.  This can be accomplished by 
moving from traditional use-based districts to 
intensity-based districts.

Under the current zoning ordinance, there 
are 13 different residential, office, commercial, 
and industrial districts. Generally speaking, 
residential uses are allowed in the various 
residential districts, office uses within the 
office and institutional district, and so on.

The new ordinance will eliminate the 13 
use-based districts and replace those with only 
six intensity-based districts - Low Intensity 
District (LID), Medium Intensity District 
(MID), High Intensity District (HID), Central 
Business District (CBD), Exclusive Industrial 
District (EID), and State Institutional District 
(SID). Land Uses will be permitted in the 
various districts based on their particular 

impacts to the surrounding properties.  
This opens the door for land uses to be 

mixed if they have similar impacts.
For example, single-family homes, home 

occupations, family care homes, bed and 
breakfasts, greenhouses, day cares, and 
churches would all be allowed within the Low 
Intensity District (LID).

“There is a lot of information to review and 
understand, and that’s why we’ve created 
the citizen education website,” Anderson 
said. “We want people to have plenty of time 
and opportunity to review the proposals, ask 
questions, and give feedback.”

The new website can be found at  
www.ci.morganton.nc.us/zoningupdate. There 
are three primary sections of the website – the 
zoning article drafts, the draft zoning map, 
and the comment box. Visitors can access each 
section from the main menu at the top of the 
website homepage.

Anderson said that he expects to have the 
first public review meetings in September this 
year. The Planning and Zoning Commission 
and City Council are scheduled to have a joint 
workshop to review the proposals in October, 
and the final public hearing on the changes is 
currently planned for November.

“Our goal is to inform as many people as 
possible about the proposed changes long 
before the public hearing in November,” 
Anderson said. “This website is just one of 
the public outreach campaigns we plan to 
undertake before adoption. “

MainStage From the front

Zoning update
From the front

“Come and play in the streets” during the 
33rd Annual Historic Morganton Festival 
September 5 & 6! 

Famous for its mile and a half of arts and 
crafts, the free Historic Morganton Festival 
always features two national country acts, 
four stages, fun, games, and food for all ages, 
plus more than a mile and a half of arts and 
craft vendors from all over the country! 

National country music artists Casey James 
and Dustin Lynch will headline the City Stage 
on Friday and Saturday nights!

Lynch is best known for his singles 
“Cowboys & Angels”, “She Cranks My 
Tractor”, “Where It’s At” and many more.

The ever popular Kids Zone and Teen 

Zone will open Friday with ticketed rides 
and games along with a free craft area, Litter 
Critters, for children grades 5th and under, 
as well as a free performance stage featuring 
The Kazoobie Kazoo Show, clowns, and more!

For a complete listing of all the events 
including the Sunrise Run, music acts, shuttle 
bus routes, and more, call 828-438-5252; 
e-mail info@morgantonfest.org; or check out 
the website www.morgantonfest.org. 

Remember, the festival is an animal-free 
event and will go on rain or shine.

All cOncerTs Are Free!
www.mOrgAnTOnFesT.Org

Mark your calendars for the 
Historic Morganton Festival!


