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Trail Access Information
(...Continued from front)

Linville Access, Bridgewater
Dam Portage and Public
Fishing Area/Access

(1A) Linville Access on Linville River provides an
alternate starting point for the trail to Bridgewater
Dam Portage 4.5 miles. The site is accessible from
NC 126. Parking and boat launch.
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(4) Bridgewater Dam_Portage begins on Lake
James southwest of the dam. The portage is
mandatory. Follow signs showing the portage at
the dam. Carry boats and gear up steps, across NC
Hwy. 126 and begin long descent to Bridgewater
Fishing Area/Access. The portage is over 3300 feet
long and has an elevation drop of 165 feet.

1000 Feet
4
BRIDGEWATER
DAM
PORTAGE

Bridgewater /
8§ _Hydro Statign

Fishing Area
—._ & Canoe Portage

(5) Bridgewater Public Fishing Area/Access is
located below Bridgewater Dam, across Powerhouse
Road. To drive to the access, take North
Powerhouse Road off NC Hwy. 126. Facilities
include parking, fishing and canoe launch. At this
fast moving water access, follow safety tips for
whitewater paddling.

Watermill Road Access/
Morganton Low Head Dam
Portage

(6) Watermill Road Access, situated below the
bridge on Watermill Road, can be accessed by
driving north on Watermill Road from Glen Alpine.
Facilities include parking and a canoe launch. This
is the last access before the portage at
Morganton Low Head Dam.
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(7) Morganton Low Head Dam Portage is
located approximately 3.6 miles below the Watermill
Road Access. The portage is mandatory. As you
approach, you will see signs for the portage with the
take-out on river left. You will carry around the dam
and put-in approximately 100 yards below the dam .
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Morganton Low
Head Dam Portage

Morganton Greenway
(Greenlee Ford), River
Village, Catawba Meadows
Accesses)

(8) Greenlee Ford Access. part of the Morganton
Greenway and located next to Judge’s Restaurant, is
downstream from the Morganton Low Head Dam.
Turn north off US 70 in Morganton on Greenlee
Ford Road. @ Amenities include a canoe launch,
parking, fishing, food, hiking trail, playground,
telephone, restrooms and picnicking.

(9) River Village Access is located at Shops on
the Greenway, 1.2 miles downstream from Greenlee
Ford Access and upstream from Catawba Meadows
Park and NC Hwy. 181. For access use NC Hwy.
181, turning west on Sanford Drive. Canoe launch,
parking, food service, hiking trail, telephone and
restrooms.

(10) & (10A) Catawba Meadows Park and
Rocky Ford (opening July 2004) There are two
proposed canoe access facilities to be located within
the park. The first access (10) will be located near
the proposed ball fields 1.0 mile downstream from
River Village. The second access (10A) will be
located 1.5 miles downstream from access (10) and
will be located at the NC 18 bridge. Planned
facilities include a canoe launch, parking, fishing,
hiking trail, telephone, restrooms, and picnicking.
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Johns Rivér, Huffman
Bridge, Castle Bridge
Accesses

(11) Johns River Access is located on the Johns
River 5.1 miles from Catawba Meadows Park. Drive
on US 64-18 from either Morganton or Lenoir.
Parking and boat launch. From the Morganton area,
the boater can go directly to Huffman Bridge Access.

i B4 N ( k
S o \ / - :
B Chesterfield ) / Huffman Bridge \
N ) N v Access Area
s N Johns River ( /
“‘ (\Access Area ( \ Smokey,
L2\ N 7 Cro
L N A L v A AR
2 &

o ) \& g I 12

(12) Huffman Bridge Access is located on Lake
Rhodhiss downstream from Morganton and Johns
River tributary. Amenities include parking, fishing,
and canoe launch. To reach the site, take Huffman
Bridge Road. (See map in previous column).

(13) Castle Bridge Access is adjacent to Castle
Bridge at Malcolm Blvd. from Rutherford College, or
Connelly Springs Rd. from Lenoir. Facilities include
a boat launch and parking .
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Conley Creek, Rhodhiss
Access and Dam Portage

(14) Conley Creek Access is 2.5 miles
downstream from Castle Bridge Access. For car
access, take Waterworks Rd. off Dry Ponds Road
between Granite Falls and Sawmills. Amenities
include parking, boat launch, and fishing. Sawmills
plans to construct additional recreation facilities at
Conley Creek Park which will include a hiking trail,
playground equipment, restrooms, and picnicking.
(See inset map above).

(15) Rhodhiss Access is 3.3 miles downstream
from Conley Creek Access. Auto access from

Weaver Lane, off State Road 1651 in Burke County.
Boat launch and parking. This is the last access
before the Rhodhiss Dam portage.
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(16) Rhodhiss Dam Portage begins on the south
side of the Dam. The portage is mandatory. The
portage is over 1,400 feet long and has an elevation
drop of 65 feet.
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Geitner Park and Glenn
Hilton Park Access Areas

(17) Geitner Park Access is located 5 miles below
the Rhodhiss Dam portage on Lake Hickory. To
drive to the park, take 12™ St. Dr. NW. Facilities
include boat launching, parking, fishing, hiking trail,
canoe launch, picnicking and restrooms.

(18) Glenn Hilton Park Access is one mile
downstream from Geitner Park in Horseford Cove.
To drive to the access, continue 1 mile on 12™ St.
Dr. from Geitner Park. Facilities include parking,
canoe launch, hiking trail, playground, restrooms
and picnicking.
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Gunpowder, Lovelady and
Wittenburg Access Areas

(19) Gunpowder Access _is located 4.3 miles from

Glenn Hilton Park. To reach the site from Lake
Hickory, the boater must paddle up the Gunpowder
tributary. To drive to the site, take Grace Chapel
Road and then Rocky Mtn. Road north. Boat launch,
parking.
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(20) Lovelady Access is located 3.1 miles from
Gunpowder Access Area. To drive to the site, take
Grace Chapel Road and Rocky Mtn. Road south.
Facilities include a boat launch and parking.

(21) Wittenburg Access is located 2.6 miles from
Lovelady Access. To drive to the site, take NC
Hwy. 127 into Alexander County. Then take
Wildlife Access Road. Facilities include a boat
launch, parking, and public fishing area.
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Dusty Ridge and Oxford
Access Areas

(22) Dusty Ridge Access is located 5.1 miles
from Wittenburg Access Area. Drive to Polly
Bowman Rd and Dusty Ridge Access Road in
Alexander County. Boat launch, parking.
Alexander County is currently developing land
adjacent as a park.
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(23) Oxford Access is 5.1 miles below Dusty
Ridge Access Area. Drive to Claude Road, off St.
Peters Church Road. Boat launch and parking.

This is the last access before the portage at
Oxford Dam.
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Oxford Dam Portage

(24) Boaters can take out at the construction
landing on river right. The portage is
mandatory. Walk the trail and put-in below the
dam at NC Hwy. 16 bridge. The portage is 700 feet
long and has an elevation drop of 122 feet.
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Riverbend Park and
Lookout Shoals Access

(25) Riverbend Park Access is located below
Oxford Dam and the NC Hwy. 16 bridge on the
south side of the river. To drive to the park, turn off
NC Hwy. 16. Facilities include restrooms,
picnicking, canoe launch, hiking trails, bicycling and
equestrian trails. Flows and paddling times to
Lookout Shoals Access can vary depending on the
Hydro generation schedule at Oxford Dam.

(26) Lookout Shoals Access. on Lake Lookout
Shoals near Lookout Shoals Dam, can be found on
the west side of the lake. To drive to the access,
take [-40, Oxford School Road and Lookout Dam
Road. Parking and canoe launch. This is the end
point of the Upper Catawba River Trail.
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FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION REGARDING
EFFORTS TO CREATE
TRAILS IN THE CATAWBA
VALLEY, CONTACT:

Catawba Valley Heritage Alliance
PO Box 1327
Newton, NC 28658
(828) 464-0405

www.heritagealliance.org

Caldwell County Pathways
(828) 726-0616
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